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the administrative frontier, and between it and the Durand line
prior to 1898, only Chitral was still retained, the posts in the
Khyber Pass and in Waziristan being handed over to the care
of units raised locally from the tribes and paid by us.
Into the various advantages and disadvantages of the " close
border " as opposed to the forward policy, as regards which
discussion was long, and indeed still is, vehement, it seems
needless here to enter. The former is no doubt the more
economical both militarily and financially; but it is arguable
that lasting economy and military security in the event of war
on or beyond the frontier can only be ensured by penetration
of the territory of these turbulent tribesmen, and by turning
their energies, at present directed towards strife and bloodshed,
into the paths of peace, and that only a " forward " policy on our
part can contribute to this desirable but possibly Utopian end.
We are here concerned, however, not with the merits or
demerits of any future policy, but with the military results
of that actually adopted in the past. It cannot be denied
that the cost of the maintenance of our north-west frontier
between 1847 and 1913 was, from the point of view of the
British army, a very high one. During this period there took
place in all sixty-six punitive expeditions—on an average one
every year—carried out by forces ranging from a few hundred
men to many thousands. On six occasions the rough equivalent
of a modern division took the field, and in the greatest expedi-
tion of all—the Tirah campaign of 1897—practically an army
corps was mobilised. Most of the infantry regiments in both
British and Indian armies, not to speak of cavalry regiments
and batteries, have at some time or other gone on active
service on the north-west frontier; and in the aggregate,
throughout the whole period, well over 300,000 men have been
employed in these campaigns, which have cost us over 4500
casualties.
It will readily be realised that it is impossible within the'
limits of a brief work such as this to retell in any detail the
stories of all these little wars, in the course of which practically
every one of the Pathan tribes on the frontier was visited ana
punished. We can only deal with those of major importance,
in which forces of some magnitude—close on or exceeding
10,000 men—were employed.
The histories of these campaigns, of course, vary much in
detail, but little in their broad outlines. After the provocation
on the part of the tribe concerned had become too extreme for
further endurance, or the fines for robberies and other outrages
committed by it had reached so high a figure as to render them
worth while collecting by force, a mixed detachment of all

